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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The status of the claims is as follows. This listing of claims replaces all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner, the head comprising 

a. a lower housing portion; [[and]] 

b. an upper housing portio n; wh e rein charact e ris e d in that th e upp e r housing portion 
is movable relative to the lower housing portion between a closed position for use and an open 
position in which airflow passages[[,]] within the head are opened from aboverr.11 , wherein the 
head is provided with at least one catch to retain the upper housing portion in the closed position 
and releasable to move the upper housing portion into the open position; and 

c. a rotatably mounted tool element which is exposed from above, in front, and 
below the tool element and readily removable when the upper housing portion is in the 
open position. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 [[2]] 
wherein the head does not include a sole plate. 

5. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner of claim \ [[2]] wherein when the 
upper housing portion is in the closed position it defines, in combination with the lower housing 
portion, an airflow opening which in use is adjacent the ground. 

6. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 5 wherein the 
tool element is located within the airflow opening. 



5 



Application Serial No. 10/537,382 

Client/Matter No. 12867-3 

Reply to Office Action dated December 10. 2007 



7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 1 wherein 
when the upper housing portion is in the open position airflow paths within the head are accessible 
for cleaning or maintenance. 

9. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim I [[2]] 
wherein the tool element is driven by a drive mechanism and when the upper housing portion is in 
the open position the drive mechanism is accessible for cleaning or maintenance. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim \ [[9]] 
wherein the tool element is readily removable without the use of any tool. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 9 further 
comprising a switch for control of the drive mechanism which is open when the upper housing 
portion is in the open position, such that the drive mechanism cannot be operated, and closed when 
the upper housing portion is in the closed position, such that the drive mechanism can be operated. 

12. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 1 wherein 
the switch is activated by a protrusion on an inner surface of the upper housing portion which 
contacts the switch when the upper housing portion is moved to the closed position. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 9 wherein the 
drive mechanism includes an electric motor within the head. 

14. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 9 wherein the 
drive mechanism includes a turbine within the head and wherein said airflow paths include a path 
connecting the turbine. 
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1 5 . (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 9 [[or,]] 
wherein the drive mechanism for rotation of the tool element includes a drive belt comprising 
having compris e s internal and external surfaces, [[and]] wherein the drive belt does not pass around 
the tool element. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 5 wherein 
the drive mechanism further includes a drive pinion provided on the tool element, and the drive belt 
is toothed on its external surface and engages with the drive pinion. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 5 wherein a 
circumferential drive surface is provided on the tool element and the external surface of the belt 
frictionally engages the drive surface. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 7 wherein 
the drive surface is a pulley and the external surface of the belt has a cross-section which cooperates 
with the pulley. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 5 wherein 
the drive mechanism further includes an electric motor or a turbine that which drives a turbine 
pinion engaging the drive belt. 

20. (Cancelled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 9 wherein 
the drive belt is toothed on its internal surface, passes around, and engages with the turbin e or motor 
pinion. 

22. (Currently Amended) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 9 wherein 
the turbin e or motor pinion engages fee a toothed external surface of the drive belt. 
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23 . (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 1 7 wherein 
the drive mechanism further includes a motor or turbine having a drive wheel which frictionally 
engages the drive belt. 

24. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 1 5 wherein the 
drive mechanism further includes a support wheel around which the drive belt also passes, and 
which holds the drive belt adjacent to and in engagement with the tool element. 

25. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 24 wherein 
the support wheel is freely rotatable. 

26. (Previously Presented) A head for a suction cleaner according to Claim 24 wherein 
the support wheel is a pinion. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Currently Amended) A cleaning apparatus adapted for use with a suction 
cleaner, the cleaning apparatus including: 

a. a connector adapted to be removably connected to a wand of the suction cleaner; 

b. a lower housing portion secured to the connector and having ground engaging 
wheels; 

c. an upper housing portion secured to the connector, wherein the lower housing 
portion provides support for a rotatably mounted brush bar, and the upper housing portion is 
pivotable relative to the lower housing portion between a closed position and an open position 
in which the brush bar is exposed from abov e, in front, and below when the upper housing 
portion is in the open position . 
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31. (New) A head for a suction cleaner, the head comprising: 
a lower housing portion; 

an upper housing portion movable relative to the lower housing portion between a closed 
position for use and an open position in which airflow passages within the head are opened from 
above; 

a rotatably mounted tool element which is exposed and removable from above when the 
upper housing portion is in the open position; and 

a drive belt comprising an internal and an external surface wherein the drive belt does not 
pass around the tool element, and the tool element is driven by the external surface of the drive 
belt. 

32. (New) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 3 1 further comprising a 

pinion that drives a toothed external surface of the drive belt, wherein the drive belt does not pass 
around the pinion. 

33. (New) A head for a suction cleaner according to claim 32 wherein the pinion is 
driven by an electric motor or turbine. 
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